Two-Minute Teaching: 5 December 2010
The New Testament: The First Letter of St. Peter
[para espafiol, ver abajo]

The First Letter of St. Peter is another one of the seven “catholic epistles” —
letters that were written to the universal Church and not just to a
specific community like the Ephesians or the Corinthians. Most scholars are in
agreement that it was St. Peter who composed the letter. But at the very end
! of this letter, he recognizes Silvanus as the actual writer of the letter. The letter
is written in Greek and written very well, which many attribute to Silvanus. It
is believed that Peter composed the letter close to the burning of Rome in 64
AD.

We are very familiar with St. Peter and his role as leader of the early Church
after the death and resurrection of Christ. His leadership is

described extensively in the Acts of the Apostles. That book, for example,
describes the important Council of Jerusalem which was

perhaps Peter’s first great test of leadership. An important issue of the Council
was the question of circumcision.

The First Letter of St. Peter is written to five early Church communities. He makes three points: 1)
Christianity is not a threat to the Roman Empire. Some thought that this “New Way” was a religion
intent on subverting the empire. Consequently, some were suspicious about the early Christians. 2)
Peter recognizes the sufferings of the Christian communities and asks them to remember that Jesus
suffered unjustly too. 3) This letter directs the early Church to look beyond earthly life and keep in
mind the reward that awaits the faithful in heaven.

A special mention in this letter is made of Mark the evangelist. Mark is described as a “son” of Peter,
revealing a strong relationship between Peter and Mark. This relationship had an influence on Mark in
his writing of his Gospel which is considered the first of the four Gospels to be written.

Espaiiol:

La Primera Carta de San Pedro es otra de las siete “epistolas catolicas” -

cartas que fueron escritas a la iglesia universal y no solamente a una comunidad especifica como a los
Efesios o a los Corintios. Mucho eruditas estan de acuerdo que era San Pedro quién compuso esta carta.
Pero al final de la carta, reconocio6 a Silvano como el autor actual de la carta. La carta fué escrita en
griego y escrita tan bién que mucha gente lo atribuye a Silvano. Es creido que Pedro compuso la carta
cerca del tiempo que quemaron a Roma en el afio sesenta y cuatro después de Cristo.

Conocemos bién a San Pedro y su papel como lider de la Antigua Iglesia después de la muerte y
resurreccion de Cristo. Su liderazgo es describido extensamente en los Hechos de los Apdstoles. Ese
libro, por ejemplo, describe el importante Consejo de Jerusalén que fué quizas la primera prueba de
liderazgo para Pedro. Una cuestion importante del Consejo era la pregunta de circuncision.

La Primera Carta de San Pedro es escrita a cinco comunidades tempranas de la Iglesia. Hace tres
puntos: 1) La cristianidad no es una amenaza al imperio romano. Alguna gente pensaban que esa
“Nueva Manera” era una religion empenada en destruir el imperio. Consiguientemente, algunos
dudaban de las cristianos de ese tiempo. 2) Pedro reconoce los sufrimientos de las comunidades
cristianas y les pide a recordar que Jesus también suftri6 injustamente. 3) Esta carta dirige la Antigua
Iglesia a mirar mas alla de la vida terrena y recordar la recompensa que le llega a los fieles en el cielo.



