
Two-Minute Teaching for Sunday, June 6
th
  

 

The New Testament: The Gospel of John 

 

[Para español, ver abajo.] 
 

 
 

St. John the Evangelist [Detroit Institute of Arts] 
 

From the Gospels, we know that St. John was the son of the fisherman Zebedee, and that 
he became a disciple of Jesus along with his brother James; the two were called “the sons 
of thunder”, perhaps because of their temper!  John was very likely a Palestinian Jew, as 
his Gospel shows a familiarity with Jewish customs.  Most scholars agree that the 
disciple John is the author of this Gospel, but he is reluctant to identify himself, 
frequently speaking of himself only as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  The Gospel was 
written sometime between the year 85 and 100.   
 

Remember that the Gospel of John is not like the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  
The Gospel of John does not talk about Jesus’ birth, Jesus’ baptism, nor the parables of 
Jesus.  John is not interested in talking about the miracles of Jesus; in fact, he describes 
only seven of them, and talks about them as “signs” which leads some scholars to 
describe the Gospel of John as the “Book of Seven Signs.”  A sign is something that 
offers evidence, and John’s Gospel offers these signs as evidence of Jesus as the Christ, 
the Son of God.    
 



Instead, John is interested in explaining the spiritual meaning of Jesus’ words and acts.  
Instead of including a lot of miracles, John records many long speeches given by Jesus, 
which is proof that John was a witness to the life and ministry of Jesus.  While John was 
concerned about describing Jesus’ divinity, he also wanted to refute the heresy in the 
Early Church that Jesus was not really human.  As a result, John includes many physical 
details about Jesus.  For example, one Easter story has Jesus inviting the disciples to 
bring some of their fish and have breakfast with him, saying, “Come and eat and see that 
I am not a ghost, for a ghost does not have flesh and blood as I.”   
 

It is believed that John was the only bachelor disciple, and that he was the last disciple to 
die.  John was important in the early Church at Jerusalem and traveled to Ephesus, finally 
spending his last days as a very old man on the island of Patmos. 
 
Español: 
 

De los evangelios, sabemos que San Juan era el hijo del pescador Zebedeo, y que se hizo 
un discípulo de Jesús junto con su hermano Santiago; los dos se llamaron “los hijos del 
estruendo”, ¡quizás debido a su enojo!  Juan probablamente era un judío palestino, desde 
su evangelio muestra un conocimiento con las costumbres judías.  Los eruditas estan de 
acuerdo que el discípulo Juan es el autor de este evangelio, pero él está reacio a 
identificar a si mismo, frecuentamente hablando de si mismo solamente como “el 
discípulo que Jesús amó.”  El evangelio fue escrito casi entre el año ochenta y cinco y 
cien.   
 

Recuerden que el evangelio de Juan no es como los evangelios de Mateo, Marco, ni 
Lucas.  El evangelio de Juan no habla acerca del nacimiento de Jesús, ni el bautismo de 
Jesús, ni las parabolas de Jesús.  Juan no es interesado en hablando acerca de los milagros 
de Jesús; de hecho, describe solamente siete de ellos, y habla acerca de ellos como 
“signos” que guia a los eruditas describir el evangelio de Juan como “el Libro de los Siete 
Signos”.  Un signo es algo que ofrece la prueba de Jesús como el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios.  
 

En cambio, Juan es interesado en explicar el significado espiritual de las palabras y los 
actos de Jesús.  En vez de incluir muchos milagros, Juan anota muchos largos discursos 
dadas por Jesús que es prueba que Juan era un testigo a la vida y el ministerio de Jesús.  
Mientras Juan estaba preocupado acerca de describir la divinidad de Jesús, él quería 
también refutar la herejía en la primitiva iglesia que Jesús no realmente era humano.  
Como resultado, Juan incluje muchos detalles físicos acerca de Jesús.  Por ejemplo, una 
historia pascual tiene a Jesús invitando a los discipulos llevar algunos pescados y 
desayunar con Él, diciendo, “Vengan y comen y vean que no soy un fantasma, porque un 
fantasma no tiene el carne y la sangre como Yo.” 
 

Es creido que Juan era el único discípulo soltero, y que era el ultimo discípulo para morir.  
Juan era importante en la primitiva iglesia en Jerusalén y viajó a Efesus, finalmente 
pasando sus ultimos dias como un viejito en la isla de Patmos. 
 


